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     Navigate                 Serve           Engage            Worship 

Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, November 29, 2015 

 

Sunday Coffee and Donut Fellowship  Join us in the Gathering Area between services 

There is something about the lighting of candles that both warms our hearts and 

provides the soft glow of expectancy and hope in this Advent season.  Similarly 

the manger that lies filled with straw is a sign that something out of the 

ordinary is getting ready to happen.  All of these simple signs, and the gestures 

that come along with them, help us experience how Advent prepares us for the 

birth of Christ and builds a hope that Christ will return again. 
 

What amazes me is that even though we know the story of Joseph, the angels, 

Mary, and the birth of Jesus somehow this story goes through our expectations 

every year.  That mystery is a gift of grace and makes me believe that Advent is 

not only a season in which we prepare and anticipate but it is also a season in which God seeks us out 

in a very special way.  This year during Advent we are going to focus on Joseph, the angels, Mary and 

the birth of Jesus as we experience how the mystery unfolds before us.  My hope is that the carols we 

sing, the scriptures we hear, the candles we light and the symbols we see will all help us expect and 

watch for the Mystery unfolding in our lives.   

THE SHARP POINT 

As has been the long-standing 

tradition with Central United 

Methodist Church, we are 

offering a Giving Tree as an 

opportunity for congregation members to provide 

gifts of clothing and toys to children who would 

otherwise go without during this holiday season. 

This year, we are sponsoring three distinct 

missions focusing on the needs of children and 

families in our community. 

Methodist Children’s Home.  The Methodist 

Children’s Home offers a variety of 

services to children, youth, and families 

throughout our community.  Services 

range from in-home services, adoption 

care, and other empowerment and self-

sustaining services.   

Saranam.  Saranam works “To empower 

homeless families to end their 

homelessness and poverty through 

housing, education, and supportive 

communities.”  Services include case 

management, basic need services, and 

housing. 

African Evangelical Initiative Church 

(AEI).  AEI offers Sunday worship services 

and other community-based services to 

the community including family support 

and outreach services.  

 

The process to provide gifts for the Giving Tree is 

easy; simply choose a tag off of the Giving Tree 

located in the Gathering Area.  Return the gift to 

the church in a gift bag with the tag in place no 

later than December 13th (December 6th for the 

Methodist Children’s Home), and that’s it! 

 

What a wonderful opportunity for this 

congregation to be engaged with our community! 

 

Blessings this Christmas season! 

Rev. Kelly Brooks  

A Season of Giving 



201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Mary Lust at maryr@centraltolife.org. 

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Advent: The Mystery Unfolds 

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am Classic, Sanctuary; 9:45am New Day Contemporary, Life Center  

 Community of Hope 1:00pm, South Lawn 

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

Church Staff                        Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Mary Chavez Lust, Director of Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Scott Zila, Facility Superintendent 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Youth Ministries (Students 6th grade to 12th grade). 

Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at the church office or 

kellyb@centraltolife.org; or  Kathy Gough at 

knsgough@gmail.com.  
 

Sunday School: 9:45-10:55am 

Youth Group: No Youth Group tonight.  
 

Looking Ahead…A calendar through the end of the year 

can be picked up at the front desk. 

December 6:  Family Potluck and Advent Wreath building 

Entire Family is welcome, RSVP by December 3 to Kathy 

Gough 401-4541 or knsgough@gmail.com so we have 

enough wreath supplies on hand.  Also, please let us know 

what you are bringing to the potluck. 

December 11:  6-9pm White Elephant gift exchange 

December 13: No Youth, Finals week 

December 20 & 27: No Youth, Christmas Break 

Children’s Ministries Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at 
the church office or via email at kellyb@centraltolife.org.  
 

Sunday School 9:45 -10:45am, 4 yr olds - 5th grade. 

Learning through games, crafts, music,  and storytelling. 
 

SOUL Kids Children's Choir meets Sundays 8:45 - 9:30am 

downstairs in the choir room.  

Parking Lot Construction Update 

Work on the East Lot continues but is 

delayed due to weather. Thanks for your 

patience! 

Little Sunbeams Scholastic Book Fair 
Celebrate reading and support Little Sunbeams 

- do some Christmas shopping for the readers in 

your family! Open to the church and community - 

downstairs in the Multi-Purpose Room.  
 

Wednesday, December 2, 6:00-7:30PM.  

Sunday, December 6, 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM.  

Handel’s Messiah George Frederick 

Handel’s  “MESSIAH” returns to 

Central on Friday, December 4 at 

7pm.  
 

Tickets: $25, $40, and $55 (day of concert). Prior to the 

Concert: 20% discount with code CUMC1516.  Tickets can 

be purchased in the  Gathering Area today or through the 

NM Philharmonic at www.nmphil.org or 505-323-4343.  

Mark your Calendars 

 Church Conference: December 2, 6pm 

 Messiah Concert: December 4, 7pm 

 Thrift Shop:  Thursdays, Noon- 3pm; Fridays, 

9am-Noon; Sundays, Noon- 1:00pm 

 Christmas Decorations Sale, November 

15-December 20 

 Collectibles Sale: December 13 in the 

Gathering Area 

 Closed: December 21st–January 6th. Re-

opening  Thursday, January 7th.  

 Christmas Eve Services:  

10:00am: Christmas and Caring 

1:00pm: A Family Christmas 

6:00pm: New Day Contemporary Christmas 

8:00pm: Lessons and Carols 

11:00pm: Christmas and Communion 

http://www.centraltolife.org/
http://www.centraltolife.org/#/give
mailto:kellyb@centraltolife.org
mailto:knsgough@gmail.com
mailto:knsgough@gmail.com
mailto:kellyb@centraltolife.org
http://nmphil.org/

